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D1VI TALlTEi:

By Harji Malik
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and both the parents.
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Sitaram still lives in his tem­
porary home. In time, he plans 
to build a four-rcom RCC 
house on the foundations of his 
old home. A year ago, after he 
and his brothers had salvaged 
only 50 bags of rice from their 
16 acres of the tidal-wave 
ruined crop, he had no such 
hopes. The normal yield is 15 
to 20 bags per acre (each bag 
weighs 15 kgs.) With the land 
covered with a deposit 
and silt, with farm 
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Krishna District of 
Andhra Pradesh into a 
landscape of death ard 
devastation, nature and 
men have, together, achiev­
ed a near miracle. For today 
the countryside and the 
people have again come 
back to life.
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Vcnkatasuhbarao and his family. His CARE house 
His daughter-in-law pounds rice for specialities.
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Tn Mnndapakala there will soon 
be a cyclone relief shelter, a gift r1 
from the Tlurumala •<
Devasthanains.

Ks in Zinkapalem, Golaman- 
dti another village on the 
sv.ne island, fishermen worked 
li.j-d on. their homes, helped 
ciar up Irrigation ditches and 
•'build the water tanks. They 
wre assisted by -a small group 
f. young volunteer workers who
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Zinkapalem village has been completely rebuilt and the paddy fields caked over with a crust of twit 
only one year ago, are yielding a fine crop for this harvest.

Up lo October this year the 
local ndminstration says that it 
has distributed 1132 boats in 
Krishna District. In Zinkapalem, 
of the 36 boats lost, 30 have 
been replaced so far by the 
Government on the basis of 
long term loans and a 50 per 
cent subsidy, tin areas affected 
only bv the cyclone the subsidy j 

' Boats, nets, | 
all been re- I 

____ _ the efforts of 
the State Government and vol- ‘
unieer agencies.

All those who are responsible 
for the rehabilitation of the 
district have done a fantastic 
Job. The Government. local 
adminstrators, volunteer agen­
cies all share the credit, but 
without the will to survive of 
lumdreds of thousands of men 
and women who less tlum a 
year ago seemed numb with 
shock, without a sense of pur­
pose or direction, having lost 
not only material possessions 
but also those who were of 
their own blood and flesh. 
Krishna District would not be 
what it is today. The miracle 
Qf TJjyj <.■ ~ rz» hmriRn
courage and 
faith.

In January, two months after 
the disaster, there were tragi­
cally few babes in arms in the 
villages. The loss of life m 
children was apalUngly rugh- 
Today that familiar and beauti­
ful sight is again taken for 
granted, as gentle hands cradle 
infants with the protection only 
a- mother gives. This along 
with the lush green of the pad­
dy. and the shimmer of fish m 
nets Is the promise of 
future for the people 
Krishna,

(Photographs by
T. S, Nagarajan)
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i.l-LC xfonHana’- s Just like the farmers in Kn- nllagos like Mandana^ S- whQ vari0l)S
things, like housebuilding, 
“alter the harvest,” the fisher­
men also are waiting for the 
end of the season.
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Some criticism has been voic­
ed about the worth of such 
shelters, But Sitaram and - ■ 
others who have saved them- h•K1 
selves, or saw others being t-,™ ,
saved in the handful of “puc- Ibt same pimciple. 
ca" buildings in the delta, will 
not question their usefulness.

A chain of such shelters, again 
being constructed by voluntary 
organisations, with the Govem-
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is hoped that these will act as 
community centres for ratio.! 
services.

The bn ic exTltmation for the 
Divi miracle is that the econo­
mic life of the fishing and 
farming communities, whiciJ - 
came to sudden stop last Nov- 

i-tions^nd other essentials.
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the death toll was tragic-It-’ 
high, only nine lives were Kit 
in Zinkapalem. 
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