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tidal wave disaster that hit the Bangladesh coast 
last week of April 1991 left almost 150,000 dead in 
devastation. TV coverage of the disaster caught the 
some doctors of St. John’s Medical College, leading 

relief work in the area. The Bangalore 
the Service Civil International offered to take them 

A team consisting of three doctors, two 
three paramedico left for Dhaka on 25th May, 1991. 
roughly three-weeks in the field, the extremely

Anne-Marie Rego, the lady doctor, worked in the 
village of Banshkali, the worst affected area in 
disaster-hit region. She found the status of women 
pitiable. This made her decide to target her work towards 
and children ONLY. She found that the women had never visitdd 
doctor, (almost always male) all their lives.
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500 patients, 64.7% of whom were male, 
were in the 116-50 year age group as they 
The under five age group constituted 25.8% of
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Dr. Lewin has a number of suggestions 
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~ * Education on the use of safe drinking water, 
cutting and hand washing.
Clothes for children, especially as most respiratory 
could have been associated with exposure to the 
co id el ements.
Regular medical- services.
Immunisation as a Priority.

- Diet and Nutrition advice and rehabilitation with 
available shrimp, fish, shegs and snails..
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12) He feels there is a total lack of personal 
knowledge of nutrition education among people 
alike. There is gross, widespread and chronic 
the area. Helminthiasis was widespread. Total 
failure since 1971, evidenced by children upto the 
lacking BCG vaccinations. Medical services are totally 
Infants and children are exposed to the forces of nature,' 
time when they need protection most.
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11) Feedback on people’s 
officials at the upazilla 
administrative officials 
doctors, Immunisation programmes

10) School-teachers can be used to teach basic health 
hygiene to children in makeshift schools, and these children 
then spread the message back into their orthodox homes.

need periodic orientations in 
utilisation. There should be stress on the 
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