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Health and Psychosocial
Consequences of Disasters

~ A Bangalore Response

Missed opportunities and misplaced priorities have been the
highlight of Disaster response.” — Rajya Sabha "98

sDisasters are a shared reality.. and have to be responded 1o
with a multi-pronged approach.’
- Unnikrishnan and I’aruszuamun 2000,

St. John's has had the unique opportunity to serve on Disaster .
Relief teams during numerous disasters in the sub-continent. Our
first was when teams were sent to the 1971 Bangladesh War when .
~millions crossed the border and were housed in makeshift refugee
camps in West Bengal. The Bhopal Gas tragedy was yet another
devastating experience for teams hom Bangalore. “The Bangalore
Response’ sent teams to coastal Andhra Pradesh following the
7] L}’C‘OHL When Bangladesh reeled under a cyclone in 1991,
St. John's along with the Community Health Cell and Service
Civil International assisted in relief work in the areas of Kutubdia.
Chittagong, Char Mothar and Bhola alongside young Bangladeshi

oDE Sanjiv Lewin, Associate Professor—-Pediatric and Clinical Ethics,

venor, Disaster Relief and Training Umr St. John s Medical College,
Bangalore
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