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About HELP
A team of socially motivated individuals consisting of journalists, lawyers, doctors, social scientists etc., came together and
decided to promote and strengthen the anti-arrack movement initiated by women in Nellore district in the year 1992. This team
very intensively involved in the above task till the prohibition of arrack had been imposed in the state of Andhra Pradesh. At
the meeting of the above team, which was held at Nellore in 93, it was unanimously decided that the members should form
themselves into an association to attend to the welfare and protection of the Rights of the marginalized and Vulnerable women
and children in the society.

Thus, HELP came into existence in the year 1993. HELP with other like-minded NGOs in '94, initiated work on the issues of
commercial sex workers’ in the Coastal Andhra Pradesh.

The main objective of HELP is to stop child prostitution, trafficking and second- generation prostitution. The goal of HELP is
promoting social justice and social development in relation to issues of crime and victimization. HELP focuses on the long­
term social change goal within the context of organized prostitution in the red-light areas of Coastal Andhra Pradesh.

THE WORK OF HELP:

HELP is based in red-light areas located in Narasaraopet, Chilkaluripet, Guntur, Mangalagiri and Tenali (Guntur Dist) &
Ongole, Chirala (Prakasam Dist). HELP works with all individuals/Groups involved in the phenomenon of prostitution, be they
victims or perpetrators of prostitution. HELP sees the group of prostituted women as victims and various agents in the prostitution
market such as brothel-keepers, pimps, customers, shop-keepers, etc., as perpetrators. HELP also perceives certain
persons as vulnerable to prostitution, which is either vulnerability to being prostituted or vulnerability to becoming a perpetrator.

The work of HELP comprises of simultaneous action at three main levels of work :

> Amelioration of situation > Rescue & rehabilitation > Prevention

AREAS OF HELP :
> Children of Vi^iin^pf Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Coastal Andhra Pradesh
> Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Coastal Andhra Pradesh.
> HIV/AIDS prevention programmes
> Children in Prostitution
> Rescue & Rehabilitation
> Campaign on Child Trafficking

Copies : 1000

Copyright: © HELP, 2009

Concept : Mr.K.N.Murthy, Chairman - HELP

Reporter : Mr. Madhu Sudhanarao .B

Design : Mr. Vijay Nannuri, Print Zone, Vijayawada.

Published by:

HELP

>
>

2nd Lane, Sujatha Nagar,
Lawyerpet Extn., ONGOLE - 520 002.
Tel : (08592) 221209 1270664 I 281738
E-mail : helpap2002@yahoo.com
website : www.helpap.in

SOCHARA
Community Health

Library and Information Centre (CLIC)
Community Health Cell

85/2, 1st Main, Maruthi Nagar.
Madiwala, Bengaluru - 560 068

Tel :080-25531518
email: clic@sochara.org / chc@sochara.org

www.sochara.org

ADVOCACY & LOBBYING
Formation of Social Support Groups
Conducting Interface with Policy planners and Children of Victims
Using Media
Sensitization of Govt.officials
Networking with NGOs and CBOs
Networking with other state/ National Networks & NGCB
Sensitization of Police persons

Child Rights Resource Centre
L C/o. HELP

> 2nd lane, Sujatha nagar,
Lawyerpet Ext, ONGOLE
website : www.helpap.in

mailto:helpap2002@yahoo.com
http://www.helpap.in
mailto:clic@sochara.org
mailto:chc@sochara.org
http://www.sochara.org
http://www.helpap.in


o f

i-trafficking
i n
rm. n

C/nJ-

HELP’S Initiatives

A Compilation of news clippings &
various events on Anti-trafficking Work

Courtesy:
Eenadu, Andhra Jyothi, Vaarta, Saakshi, Visalandhra, Andhra Prabha, Andhra Bhoomi,
Prajasakthi, Eeevaram, India Today, Indian Express, Deccan Chronicle, The Hindu

HELP

2nd Lane, Sujatha Nagar,
Lawyerpet Extn., ONGOLE - 520 002.
Tel : (08592) 221209 / 270664 / 281738
E-mail : helpap2002@yahoo.com
website : www.helpap.in

mailto:helpap2002@yahoo.com
http://www.helpap.in


-’r
ef

ac
e HELP had undertaken a number of initiatives to prevent trafficking at

the well-known Red-light areas of Guntur district with the coalition of
AGS under CTHAPAP program supported by Plan India. The project
had been implemented from 2004 to 2009.

The activities initiated in the intervention areas with the involvement
of youth originated for several evolutions in A.P The knowledge levels
of the general public and Government departments on trafficking
issue were very low before 2004. So HELP organised a number of
awareness campaigns to sensitize them on trafficking issues.
Community vigilance groups and mothers committees were formed
and strengthened to identify and address trafficking incidences. HELP
established linkages with line departments and intensified its advocacy
and lobbying efforts with them. Several rescue operations were
conducted with the support of police and media, and liberated many
victims. Also, HELP played an important role in getting the perpetrators
penalized.

We are grateful to Mr. Vinayakan, Ms. Anita kumar, Dr. P.S.Vijaya
Bhavani and all other friends and well-wishers of ours at Plan
India; Mr. Gopalakrishna Murthy of AGS; Smt. M. Chaya Ratan,
IAS, Principal Secretary, WDC&DWD, Govt, of AP; Smt. Y.V Anuradha,
Commissioner, WD&CWD, Govt, of AP; Mr. S. Umapathi- IPS, IG-
CID (Government of AP); Dr. PM Nair IPS of UNODC; our well-wisher
Mr. P David Raj; print & electronic Media; Police; NGOs; our staff
and many individuals & organizations for their cooperation and
suggestions throughout, without whose support our interventions
could not have been so successful. We are encouraged by the
appreciation from the government and by the replication of our best
practices by both GOs and NGOs.

We are glad to bring out this booklet that contains the extracts of
published articles /news items covering our interventions.

In solidarity

Ramamohan NVS
Secretary

K.N. Murthy
President



Introduction:
Andhra Pradesh is one of the high supply states (refer: National Human Rights Report 2001 & USAID Report). A
survey conducted by the National Commission for women in 1997 projects approximately 40% representation of
A.P among persons trafficked for sexual exploitation. 24- 85% of women in prostitution in other cities/metros belong
traditionally to AP (Trafficking for commercial Sexual Exploitation, AP - A Situation Report by Prajwala) 26% of the
women or girls enter into the trade between the age range of 14-16years, 20%between 16-18 years and 16% before
the age of 14years of age. (Study on Status of Sex workers & their children in Prostitution in Coastal Andhra
Pradesh - by HELP)

The large prostitution areas of coastal A.P. are Chilkaluripet, Guntur, Mangalagiri, Narasarao Pet, and Tenali of
Guntur district and many other small towns and villages in the district. It was identified that wherever the Dommara
community (Nomadic tribe) is located, the area becomes an ideal ground for prostitution. People of this Dommara
Community maintain brothel houses and also are involved in prostitution. Prostitution is engrained as a traditional
way of life for generations among semi-nomadic tribes such as Dommara .Yerukalasani and Vaddera in this district.

About the Project
The CTHPAP (Child Trafficking and HIV/AIDS in Andhra Pradesh) had its genesis in several studies that exposed
the vulnerabilities of children and women in the coastal Andhra Pradesh. In these studies, pimps and madams of
brothel houses had mentioned their ‘modus operandi’ that they would recruit ‘fresh cases’ from villages. Against this
background, the CTHPAP project was launched by Plan International (later transferred to a new legal entity of
Plan India) through AGS Coalition of 20 NGOs, in January 2004 in 300 communities spread across 10 districts of
Andhra Pradesh. The goal of CTHPAP is to reduce the number of children trafficked and halt the spread of HIV/
AIDS in 10 districts of Andhra Pradesh.

HELP, being one of the coalition partners, initiated this project in Guntur district. The major focus of HELP had been
on women & children in prostitution and on red-light areas to prevent second generation from being trafficked.

The three major principles of CTHAPAP were

O Activization of civil societies to prevent Child Trafficking and HIV/AIDS in Andhra Pradesh.

O Convergence of funds, functions and functionaries to prevent Child Trafficking and HIV/AIDS in Andhra Pradesh.
O Creating conducive policy environment to prevent child trafficking and HIV/AIDS in Andhra Pradesh.

Components:
1. Prevention of Child Trafficking and HIV/AIDS
2. Care and support for PLHIV

3. Community capacity building
4. Social reintegration and rehabilitation

5. Advocacy and Lobbying

Key activities on Anti-trafficking
Community mobilization and institution building process:

O ToTs on Kalajathas for identified youth of red-light areas

O Cultural performances by children & youth

O Establishment of motivation centers in red-light areas for mobilization of VOCSET (Victims of Commercial
Sexual Exploitation & Trafficking) children

O Recruiting SGBT (Second Generation being Trafficked) youth as staffs, teachers & peer leaders.

O Formation of groups with adolescents, VOCSET, children & Mothers

O Formation and strengthening of CBOs and Community Vigilant Groups
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Capacity building trainings and workshops
O Village level & Mandal level trainings and workshops for teachers, ward members & sarpanches, Anganwadi

workers, ANMs, PMPs I RMPs, lodge boys, STD booth owners, auto drivers & rickshaw pullers on trafficking
& sexual exploitation.

O Sensitization workshops for trade unions (of industries, companies, transport, Auto, motor etc), porters,
meystries, lodge & hotel owners associations, lorry owners’ association, etc.

O Sensitization workshops for Association of tobacco company owners, Medical Doctors Association, teachers’
association, chamber of commerce, BAR Association, Service organizations like Lions Club, Rotary Club
etc..

O Sensitization workshops for police, media persons, PRIs, Policy makers and planners
O Trainings and sensitization workshops for SHGs, youth and adolescent groups

O Awareness programmes and trainings for girls of SC/ST/BC Welfare hostels and Social Welfare Officers
to impart knowledge on Child rights, Trafficking, CSE & HIV/AIDS

O Life skills education trainings for adolescents

Advocacy & Lobbying
1) Net working with various groups at village, mandal and district levels
2) Networking with local government, CSOs and NGOs

3) Organising rallies, workshops, child yatras from community level to state level

4) Interfaces between SGBTs, VOCSETs and media, Policy Makers & Planners.

5) Publication and dissemination of IEC material (posters, calendars, pamphlets, audio & visual CDs, trainings
manuals etc...)

6) Documentaries by children on the issues of SGBTs and VOCSETs

Rescue & Rehabilitation
• Introduction of Toll Free phone number to facilitate rescue operations
• Running of transit centre for rescued victims
• Legal services and Victim witness protection services
• Counseling services with Vocational trainings
• Home investigations and home placement of victims with support for rehabilitation
• Social reintegration and follow up of victims on a regular basis
• Building linkages with government departments concerned and NGOs

Key Achievements :
Awareness programs: Several awareness programs were organised in target villages through Kalajatha,
cultural programs, role-plays, street plays, folk songs, AV shows, posters, wall writings etc. 25,200 of 25 villages & 4
municipal slums were thus outreached.

Sensitization programs for Religious heads: Sensitization programs were conducted for about 550 religious
heads like pastors, priests and Maulas/Mullahs to seek their support for prevention of trafficking and for protection of
child rights.

Orientation for police & ICDS staffs: 350 station writers and 250 ASIs were oriented on the Laws and their
implementation related to trafficking issues. This orientation was jointly conducted by HELP-Plan and APPA (Andhra
Pradesh Police Academy) & CID. Likewise, in association with Women Development and Child Welfare, 250
CDPOs, Anganwadi training school teachers and the staff of Swadhar Homes were trained under the CTHAPAP
project.

Formation Of Child Sanghas: Child sanghas were formed and strengthened to combat child trafficking. 25
sanghas were formed in 25 villages with 870 children, who reached 9800 children on trafficking issues. The sanghas

will conduct weekly meetings.
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Formation of Adolescent Sanghas: Sanghas with adolescent girls and adolescent boys were formed and
strengthened. Several trainings were conducted to enhance their awareness levels on Life skills, Abuse, exploitation,
RCH, Trafficking, Child rights etc. 25 Adolescent girls sanghas with 623 adolescent girls, 25 adolescent boys with 476
boys reached 13500 adolescents. These sanghas will conduct their meetings twice a month.

Formation of Vigilance committees: The objective of the Vigilance committee is to arrest child trafficking,
abuse, sexual exploitation incidents in the villages and identifying trafficking modes in villages. The committee will
meet twice a month to discuss and address trafficking and other child related issues. 25 vigilance committees with
289 members are in place covering vulnerable population of 1,25,000 . The committees were directly involved in 19
rescue operations.

Transit centre: 359 rescued girls were accommodated at the HELP run transit centre and 342 of them were
successfully repatriated to their homes. All the girls undergo vocational trainings and counseling services. 65 girls
were directly supported HELP - Plan for their alternative livelihoods, while 52 rescued girls were provided with Rs.
10,000 each under GO.Ms No. 28 through WD&CW, Govt of AP. 45 girls, who were trained in Bakery and making
biscuits, are now employed at bakeries in chilakaluripet, Guntur, Tenali, Macherla and other nearby towns.

Victims witness support services: As a result of HELP’S victim witness protection services offered at transit
centre for 8 rescued girls, 18 traffickers and 6 customers were sentenced up to a period of 5 to 7 years of imprisonment.

Convergence forums: Convergence programs with NGOs, CBOs and GOs. 123 PRIs, CSO, NGO and CBOs
were held to sensitize them on trafficking.

Formation of PRI forums: PRI Forums with Panchayat ward members, sarpanches, Municipal councilors and
Chairpersons, ZPTCs and MPTCs were formed to address trafficking and for lobbying. 748 PRI members were
sensitized on trafficking incidents and issues.

Formation of CSO (Civil Society Organization) forums: CSO Forums with Lawyers, Teachers,
Industrialists and Youth Associations were formed and were oriented on trafficking. 612 CSO members were sensitized.

Some other Achievements:
> Over 480 Children (below 5 years) benefited from the red-light area drop-in-centers.
> Over 350 Children benefited from Red-light Area Night Care services.
> Over 375 children benefited from the Residential School Education support programs and 51 SGBT children

benefited under Institutional Placement Programme.
> Involved in 85 rescue operations conducted by the police department and 178 trafficked girls were rescued.
> As part of our livelihood interventions, 39 VOCSET SHGs were provided with revolving fund through the local

Banks.
> Over 125 Adolescent girls (children of sex workers) were benefited under our community level vocational and skill

trainings (computer skills, dress designs, beautician, video shooting, leaf plate making, bakery, motor winding
etc.)

> A 950 Km long child yathra from Tada (AP- Tamilnadu border) to Itchapuram (AP- Orissa border) was organised
in2004 along coast National High way with 25 children of women in prostitution for implementation of Govt. Rescue
and Rehabilitation policy. Another child Yathra from Tada to Itchapuram was organised with another 25 children of
VOCSETs against corporal punishment.

> 125 adolescents were trained in Kalajatha. They gave away 175 performances in Guntur District and 25 in other
districts on trafficking.

> A group was formed with 15 trained adolescents, who trained the children of FMM (Warangal) and those of
Dioceses of Eluru, Vizag, Kadapah, Kurnool and Vijayawada on Kalajatha and life skills education.

> Vimukthi, initiated by HELP, is promoted as a state level group of VOCSETs with 420 members.
> HELP publishes a monthly newsletter “Voices of the Voiceless” on Anti-trafficking issues in AP, with the support

of Plan India.
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By OUR CORRESPONDENT

forced
without the possibility of
escaping from pimps. Thcyj
have no chance of gettinjA
any of the money the pimp*
earn by exploiting then*
through prostitution. said
| he director of NctSaji
'Rammohana Rao. who\
presided over the function, j

Guntur. Dec. 5: A rally !
was taken out to mark Anti- j
trafficking Day on Mon- >.
day.

The participants included ,
joint collector Rahul Bojja ;
and superintendent of
police V.C. Sajjanar. The
rally was taken out to high- (
light the message “Only I
rieht can avenge the |
u rong .

Speaking
convened al
fare conference hall on the
occasion, the joint collector
said it was the trafficking ol
girl children that has
replaced the crimes of drug
trafficking, lie said only
awareness about such evils
can curb such crimes.

The superintendent of
police called for convening
awareness camps in the dis­
trict since the awareness
level on trafficking was
very less in many areas l ie
said all-out efforts would
’be made tocurb trafficking
among girl children. The

girl children are
into prostitution
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Woman
Welfare

YOU
Gov-
takes
desti-

extracted a written apology from
the Principal when he threat­
ened to file a case against the
school authorities for forcing his
daughter to stand under blazing
sun tor coming to school without
shot’s.

Some probing this from the

shaking.*' the Visak-
ha-l MIA. K. Ilariba-
bu. pointed out.
Pinninti Varalaksh
mi. Visakha-ll MLA.
echoed him while
interacting with the

District
and Child

Officer,
Swarajyalaxmi, had
no convincing an­
swer when Rani of
Amalapuram won­
dered as to why the
police torture child
sex workers with
awkward questions
after their arrest
while allowing their
customers to go
scot-free.

Another girl
sought to know as
to why many chil­
dren. admitted in
street children rehabilitation
schools, run away after a few
days of stay. Intervening, the Di­
rector of Andhra University Adult
and Continuing Education De­
partment. Syam Atluri, said the
children should be counselled
before admitting them to the re­
habilitation homes.

Sridevi stumped the gathering
soul- ..assht^wanied to know as to why

j I ernment
-X- v JX. care of

lute children. But we continue to
come across children loitering at
railway platforms and
pavements."

That was Bharat l.axmi from
Tadcpalligudem. “What about
teachers who misbehave with
girl students/’

that was a poser from Sridevi
of Ongole. For a change, aca­
demics and officials were at the
receiving end from the (verbal)
volleys of girls.

Facing a torrent of embarrass­
ing questions from girls, officials
cut a sorry figure at an interface
on on child trafficking organised
by NGOs in Visakhapatnam on
Saturday. Indeed, it wax an in­
terface with a difference.

The proceedings looked like
Zero Hour of the Assembly
where Opposition members
shoot questions insisting on on-
the-spot answers from treasury
benches on important issues.

And in this meeting, the girls.
mostly children of sex workers
and those rescued from brothels,
demonstrated their concern at a
vital issue -- how to address the
increasing cases of child
trafficking.

"I heir questions

EYE-OPENER: Sridevi from Ongole steals the show with her posers
at an interface on child trafficking in Visakhapatnam.

Photo: C V. Subramanyam
there was no action against
teachers who misbehave with
girl students. Laxrni of Yclaman-
chili forced Syam to narrate his
experience with regard to ill-
treatment of his daughter in a
residential hostel at Narsaraopet.
when she sought an explanation
on failure to implement the GO
on corporal punishment.

Syam revealed as to how he
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Dee. 10:
Ratnabi;.^need to punish incers who force girls into

prostitution.She said all political par­
ties should help the govern­
ment to punish the traffick­
ers and underlined the need
to enact more laws to check
trafficking and save the v
lives of girls. She was the
chief guest for the regional
meet conducted by rTr:o
Vimuklhi on ‘Protection
human rights for traff’H
victims’ at Press Club on

Thursday.Senior advocate Mr Kar
nati Rammohana Rao has
said all women have equal
right to live with respect and

Call for
to end ii

trafficking

KAKINADA: HELP, an Ongole-
based NGO fighting immoral
trafficking, is observing De­
cember 5 as Anti-Trafficking
Day as part of its efforts tot
heck the menace in Andhra V

Pradesh. A sizable number of
the women and girls from

/East Godavari district were ’
landing in brothels, said (
HELP founder N.V.S. Ram-
mohan Rao at a press confe- i

■'tat'- Lere on Tuesday.
Quoting from the police

records, Mr. Rao said Guntur j
district ranked number one in

al trafficking in coastalAndhra Pradesh and it is fol- i
’ lowed by the Godavari dis-

tricts in the second and third |
slots- IsV\<^c' “If this menace is to be (

curbed, there is an
c*1tfc ’vad ’ ? need for proper pla.

said.
Girls belc -

not be arrested

dignity. He empha...various government agen­
cies and NGOs which help

.): The mayor, i... the proper implementation
>indu, has stressed the of laws to protect the human

mish the traffick- rights.
force girls into Senior civil judge Mr Gur-

rapa Naidu has said the rcs-
- cued women need help from i u..- the government and the • ^Q/Jqq / j

society. On this occasion he [

enphasised the need to cre­
ate awareness among iwomen about their rights. 4

He suggested that the res-
women siivuld nc

flesh trade an

o<zXll
nning,” he

...□ uelow 18 years should/not be arrested even if they!
were found to be involved in j
the flesh trade. They should f
be sent to protection homes, /
he observed.

Staff Reporter
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police?’ were raised and some elderly persons
even threatened Ahmed. “This is to educate
people on the evils of this trade. Il will help
many others from falling into this trap,"
Shanker pleaded with them.

“We are happy that our problems are being
highlighted through a film." said Shanker.

The 10-member crew wants to can a few
more films to sensitise people on social issues.
The Censor Board gave an ’A’ certificate to the
him for the reason that some of the faces were
shown directly and it could not fit into the
educative category.

At recent Delhi film festival, it was rejected
on that ground.

) Heart -touching film
| The outcome was a heart -touching film. It
I depicts as to how girls are forced into
I prostitution and
I the social stigmu their children face

throughout their life. Ahmed, a college student
and volunteer with HELI’, directed the film
while his friend Shankerhandled the camera.
“The film is based on reul-lifc incidents we have

! mine to know from among our relatives.
t It was shot in six days at Chilakaluripet in
I Guntur district." said Ahmed.
| Initially, the young crew faced stiff resistance
I front people Questions like " I low dare you film

us?" “Do you want to give th«\tuucs to the 

IO children of sex workers
conic out with a film to
spread awareness on women
and child trafficking

GUNTUR: They arc first generation children of sex
workers. And they come together for a cause.
Ten youngsters decide to spread aw:ircne<.s on
women and child trafficking.

And wh.it better way to reach masses Ilian u
film. Thanks to the encouragement and support
given by HELP, a voluntary organisation, their
ideas were converted into a film called ’Life in
Darkness.’

The film, which was screened at the film
festival in Hyderabad recently, won the first
prize

The four-girl and six-boy crew was given a
crash course for 25 days in basic aspects of
filmmaking — from handling n camera to
writing a.'cript.

They were given complete freedom in editin;
and giving a voice-over. They sat for hours on
hnw to come out with a better film.

/
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^./ Workshop
?•;■; concludes
SI Staff Reporter

WVj ELURU: Displacement <
en workers from th
jields due to aqua
Doom found to be one
major factors for the sj
women trafficking i
coastal region, according to Wfl«r

I Ramamohan, a spokesman
from Help, a non-govern-mental organisation working I
against women trafficking.He was speaking at a two- M
day awareness programme Vt
for police on the‘Anti Human
Trafficking Act’ that conclud-
ed on Sunday. This phenome-
non was found to be more r
alarming in Prakasam and (

. Nellore districts, he added. \
The loss of habitat by fisher- J

j women in view of the entry of /
foreign fishing vessels was al- \. so one of the reasons for a \.

\large number of women be- I
-homing vulnerable for traf­
ficking in coastal Andhra, he /

explained.
40 victims rescued

Superintendent of Police B. [
Balakrishna, who inaugurat- j
ed the workshop, said 39 cas- 1
es of women trafficking were
reported in West Godavari ’
district by the end of August
this year. About 40 victims /
were rescued from the clutch- 1
es of traffickers and 77 traf­
fickers were arrested. Efforts
were underway for rehabil­
itation of victims of traffick­
ing, he informed. ASP
Madhavachari said the police
personnel right from Writers,
Head Constables, ASIs and
SHOs in the district were in­
volved in the workshop.
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A help at hand for sex workers'
NGO takes care of kids as women solicit clients !

BrPVKmsSHA Rao

Vijayawada, May 10. The children
in die red light area in Chilakaluri-
pet cry uncontrollably when their
young mothers are busy attending
to their clients. It is a talc of flesh -
workers for whom the kids arc burd­
ensome appendage. ‘■i-
Their plight emboldens U Madhavt-

to decide to dedicate herself to re­
habilitate and cducatq such childr­
en for whose sake she jvants to’be a
teacher.

A native of Ganapavaram^in
Guntur*district, Madhavi told ‘Expr­
ess’ the women invariably go out to
attend to 'clients’ leaving behind
toddlers in the hutments. The cries
of bewailing children from the huts
do not move the sex workers as th­
ese very kids arc hindrance to their
profession.

Madhavi was determined to be­
come a teacher and work for the chi­
ldren of sex workers and help them

' dungeon. Interestingly,
■*n a rescue home

run by an NGO ‘Help’ atOngole
Ch Anita, who scored highest

marks in class X at ZPH School.
Machavaram village of Prakasam
district, said girls trafficking is
rampant m z\ndhra Pradesh and chi­
ldren in red light areas need to be re­
habilitated and given education and
vocational guidance to fish them
out of the 'evil’ around them.

D Padmanjali, a class X siudent
and a jui^f Children Film Society
feels the. children in red light areas
aje victims ©(malnutrition and pro-

luripet, Guntur and Mangalagiri
before reaching here.
"We are happy that women have

come forward to admit their
daughters in the rehabilitation
camps to dissuade them from the
flesh trade.” said Y Durga Devi.
another member of the Group

Film Festival as they contained ■
objectionable scenes which need- !
cd A’ cextification from the censor i
board. ‘;
The documentaries featured childr­

en as record dancers who also in- /
dulge in titilating scenes. \

Meanwhile, the government which ■
issued a GO to rescue such girls who i
arc forced into prostitution, should /
provide funds to rehabilitate such /
girls, suggested Padmanjalli.

'Help' coordinator Sekhar said 10
girls and a few boys who reside in

ttfflesh tracic. ■ the Help hostel at Ongole are on a
As a learn leader Padmanjali shot > campaign called ’Kala Jaias' in the

twoTlocpmeritary films on the lives red light areas from Sullurpet to
of the children in red light areas “ /Knakapalli to generatyc awareness
The script, story, screenplay and- against immoral trafficking. They
videographing bad the-, research have covered Naidupct, Chilaka-
support of the 'Help' group.

The docu-film 'Where Docs the
Journey End?’ bagged the first pr­
ize while ‘Life in Darkness' receiv­
ed third prize at a state-level com­
petition.

However, the documentaries
could not get entry in the Delhi



Sex workers w»t new tease off Safe
By OUR CORRESPONDENT

for the

of the
things
chance

home
will

chose creative means to
explain the exploitation.
They explained how girls

in .Andhra Pradesh (NAT-\
SAPi. Help Entire Lower
and Rural People (HELP)
and Anti-Goonda Squad of /
Vijayawada police took pan.’
in the regional VOCSE/
(victims of commercial sex--,
ual exploitation and traffick­
ing) meeting. :

Vijayawada mayor Malli/
ka Begum. Urban Develop--.
ment Authority chairman
Malladi Vishnu, railway
DSP L. Vijaykumar. former
MP Chennupati Vidya. Help
president K. Narayana
Murthy secretary N.V.S.

. Rammohan and others
'■I the saihering.

s. ’rt poverty has driven them
V. take up dance as a profes­
sion. Finally, they entered
the ‘work' due to pressure
from their relatives.

Prasanna. president of
Vimukti. said that they were

idea of issuing licences to
prostitutes.

She fears competition from
prostitutes from other Stales
once licences arc issued
She also demanded pension,
house sites, houses and
ration cards to those in the
work as well as the retired.

Network Avainst Traffick-

(names
on the

lives of sex workers moved
the audience The song nar­
rates the sufferings of the
sex workers and exhorts
people, particularly parents
of the girls who returned to

arc being deceived in the
name of love, marriage.
employment and exhorted
the girls to be cautious

The gathering included
teenagers from 15 years to
as aged women. The meet­
ing was held by Vimukti.’ a
voluntary organisation by
the sex workers and
sex workers.

The song by Roja
changed) and team

said. She also
explained
how the mis­

creants kidnapped an eight­
year-old girl and kept her in
their custody till she attained
puberty and sold her off to a
brothel later for Rs 20.000.

A skit by a team depicted
how middlemen lure young
girls with attractive jobs and
sell them to brothels.

Speaking to this corre­
spondent. 15-year-old Rama
and 16-ycar old S«***<ia

normal life,
not to dis­
criminate
them but to
support them
to lead a
peaceful life.

Khajabi, a girl from Gun­
tur district explained how
she was deceived m the
name of love. Ultimately.
her love story ended in a
brothel house She asked
young girls to be cautious
and not to elope wijh boys
who promise to marry them.

‘You tell your parents
about the love story and get
married. Once you step out

Vijayawada, March 8:
Nearly 300 commercial sex
workers from nine coastal
distriels on Thursday assem­
bled in the city to share their
experiences and caution the
gullible girls to be aware of
the dangers in store for
them

\ They explained how they
were dragged into the quag­
mire and suffering in the
profession. There wqre no



Express News Service homes.
He praised the role of volun­

tary organisations in assisting
the police in rehabilitating the
victims. People’s participation
was a must for curbing the traf­
ficking menace and the police
could do little in the absence of
their help, the SP observed.

State anti-trafficking commit­
tee member and HELP secretary
Nimmaraju Rammohana Rao
hoped that the training pro­
gramme would help the police
to know under which sections
the traffickers be booked so that
he would not go scot free by
exploiting holes in the law.
Another important factor was to
motivate the victims to depose
in the court, he added.

. Assistant public prosecutor
Devdas, ASP Diwakar and DSP
Rajendranath were present.

Guntur, Sept 28: For the first
. time in the State, anti-trafficking
; squad will be set up in the dis­
trict, SP Mahesh Chandra

• Laddha has said.
: Participating in a training
programme for police on 'Anti­
Human Trafficking’ organised
•byAPPAhere today, the SP said
^compared to other districts in
;the State, trafficking menace
was more in the district. As
many as 70 to 80 cases were
reported last year. Many of them
were provided with employ­
ment, the SP said and opined
that at least three cops in each
police station would be trained
in tackling anti-trafficking cases,
registering of cases under strin­
gent sections and shifting of the
rescued women to rescue

Notwithstanding the police SV
efforts to rescue women from 1
the clutches of traffickers, the )
latter still haunt the rescued(
women. V Ramadevi of
Agathavarappadu on the city \
outskirts was rescued from a I
flesh den in Chennai this month. |

When she was produced in a
court there, the judge asked a
voluntary organisation Self
Trust there to collect informa­
tion about die girl. The organisa- (
tion contacted HELP in Guntur
to furnish details of the girl, as
she belonged to Guntur.

Meanwhile, the traffickers
applied for a bail to Ramadevi on
behalf of her modier furnishing
wrong details. HELP secretary
said that the traffickers were so
ruthless that they are still pursu­
ing her even after she is in legal
custody.

r rl
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tamorsB taffitfwg: 40 p@r cent
are from Andhra Pradesh

Solution lies in sensitising society to this evil, says Guntur SP
Staff Reporter

o Concentrating on supply line rather than demand
lines pertaining to Immoral trafficking stressed

o Coastal region identified as a high supply and transit
zone for trafficking women

o Agencies involved In work against trafficking urged to
create awareness among people

was to be taken up to prevent
the social evil.

Concentrating on supply
line rather than demand lines
pertaining to the immoral
trafficking of women would
go a long way in curbing the
social evil, said Guntur Su­
perintendent of Police V.C

GUNTUR: Around 40 per cent of
j the total women trafficked in
1 India hailed from Andhra Pra­

desh, said Network /Xgainst
Trafficking and Sexual Exploi­
tation against Women (NAT-

\ SAP) convener N V.S
j Rammohan

Speaking at a meeting here
( on Monday to observe World
, Anti-Trafficking Day, he said
/ that the coastal region was

identified as a high supply and
transit zone for trafficking

' I women.
) Sensitising the people on

, i the problem, rescuing the vic-
i tims and rehabilitating them

Sajjanar.

G.O. issued
“The Government is deter­

mined to end the menace of
women and child trafficking
as it had issued a G.O. Ms. No.
1 recently," said Mr. Sajjanar.
-Only a society, which is

sensitised on this social evil
can prevent it, he observed.

CHARCA project director
Caleb said that a comprehen­
sive plan was being prepared
by the Government to include
awareness programmes.

He wanted the agencies in­
volved in work against traf­
ficking to come out with some
training material to be circu­
lated among the villager-
sthrough their cultural
troupes .

Joint Collector Rahul Bojja
said that people’s attitude,
which traditionally had a bias
towards men, had to change.



BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ongole, Dec 4: In spite of
several laws made by the
government to prevent traf­
ficking in girls and women,
the evil practice is still
strong in the State as the
organised crime syndicates
are actively engaged in sup­
plying women for sexual
exploitation to many parts
of the country.

Several from Prakasam
district are being sent to
other cities for flesh trade.

poverty and other reasons,
several thousands of girls
and young women are being
forcibly sent into the prosti­
tution. In other.cases, the
family members are encour­
aging them to become pros­
titutes for want of liveli­
hood.

Many young women are
being lured with jobs but
forced into the flesh trade.
Both government and
NGOs should collectively
make efforts to check the
menace.

But none of them were con­
victed. according to an
NGO survey.

The main reason for this is
law-enforcing agencies are
giving less priority to these
cases when compared to
Naxalism, murders and
other crimes.

Speaking to this corre­
spondent, secretary of
HELP, an NGO, Mr Ram-
mohan has opined that more
stress should be given to
check the social evil

East Godavari tops the list

Girls and young women
belonging to our State are
found in the red light areas
of Mumbai, Calcutta, Chen­
nai. Goa etc.
According to a survey con­

ducted by National Com­
mission for Women in
1997, approximately 40 per
cent women in red light
areas are found to be from
die State.

In Prakasam district, six
raids were conducted on
brothel houses and 20 per­
sons were arrested last year.

in the arrests made for traf­
ficking. A total of 1,750
persons were arrested last
year and among them 1.021
were convicted. A total of
657 raids were made on
brothel houses and 2520
persons arrested across the
State last year. Of them
1588 were convicted by the
courts.

To bring awareness
among people on diis men­
ace, the government con­
ducts Anti Trafficking Day
on December 5. Owing to
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Staff Rcportei

ccr V Himabindu. regional
deputy director of Informa­
tion Department Swarna-
latha. deputy superintendent
of Railway PoLte, Vijayawada,
B. Vijaya Kumar and others
were present. \

Call for amendments
to the existing laws
on trafficking

NATSAP and Help
jointly organise the
programme

The 20-odd traffickers’
gangs, which operated in the
region 10 years ago, had
spread their tentacles and
had multiplied to nearly 600
groups. Since Vijayawada city
was centrally located, traf­
fickers had made the place
their strategic point of oper­
ation, he said and exhorted
the common w play a
rol**_in curhi*.,,

VIJAYAWADA: A positive
change in the mindset of the
fairer sex is a pre-requisite
.or a society free of evils like
women and girl trafficking,
says Mayor Mallika Begum.

Addressing a meeting on
prevention of new entries in­
to flesh trade'. jointly orga­
nised by Network Against
Trafficking of Sexual Exploi­
tation in Andhra Pradesh
(NATSAP) and help, through
•.heir implementing agency
Vimukthi, Ms. Begum^aid in
many a instance, it was heart­
rending to note thawn an at-
ten—t to overcome poverty,
minors were beinjrpushed in­
to flesh trade by their own
nothers. /

Such heinous crime must
.be stopped and women
* should be educated against
‘ resorting to such extreme
1 steps, she said.

Referring to the inborn
strengths of a woman, she

' said this power should be cf-
' fectivcly put to use to over­
come adverse situations.
Pointingout that poverty was

I themain cause, of such evils.

He called for amendments to
the existing laws on traffick­
ing to bring the culprits to the
book Mr. Vishnu said the
State Government was doing
its bit by allocating funds for
implementation of rehabil­
itation schemes for sex work-

Funds to the tune of Rs.
3.700 crores were disbursed
last year to self-help groups
towards loans, while the allo­
cation was to be enhanced to
Rs. 5,000 crores this year, he
revealed.

He said victims of traffick­
ing should make use of the
opportunity and join the
mainstream.

CREATING AWARENESS: A poster calling for steps to
stop trafficking in women being released at a
meeting in the city on Thursday. - PHOTO: Raju. V

City Mayor attributes poverty to many social evils

Kchabilitation
She said the Government

should take up rehabilitation
of sex workers in a big way
and train them to make them
self-reliant.

Region.^ ncX-afn-

Social issue
Former MP and president

of Vasavya Mahila Mandali
Chennupati Vidya said traf­
ficking was a social issue
Young girls and women were
being duped in the name of
love and employment and
sold to brothels.

The police raids on broth­
els always ended up in the
arrest of the victims rather
than (lie actual culprits who

xvxtv behind thf crime.

she urged members of wom­
en organisations to educate
and spread awareness among
their peers in villages.

Cause for concern
Chairman of Vijayawada

Guntur Tenali Mangalagiri -
Urban Development /Xuthor-
ity Malladi Vishnu said the
alarming rise in the number
of sex workers was a matter of



Staff Reporter sion and none wanted to be in \
this for ever, though many '
politicians try to make out as‘
if the Prostitutes wanted k>
continue the profession," hit
added.

Our appeal to the Union •
Minister of State for Women
and Child Development Re-
nuka Chouwdhury would be (
not to bow down to the influ- ‘
ential condoms’ manufactur- :
ers’ lobby and those funding
AIDS projects to legislate inf
favour of licensing the1
world’s oldest profession. /

Repercussions .
There could be serious re-J

percussions of this legislation ]
in the society. Targetted in/
terventions had been very in A
effective in NACP-II and)
those shortcomings must be)
overcome first. x.

The NACP-II I targeted in- )
terventions strategy and allo-1
cations do not provision for y
rescue and alternative lifts-
tyle rehabilitation for women ;
in prostitution. Even today ' £
the women selling their body / ?
are penalized and not the cus- |
turners. The compensation^-
for rescued women docs not
reach then fast as it was being 7
paid by the Government and r.
that must be changed to col- I;. J
looting the compensation .
amount from the pimps or
perpetrators of the crime. Ra- Jjl’
ma Mohan said __ .

GUNTUR: Network /Xgainst
Trafficking and Sexual Ex­
ploitation in AP and VIMUK-
TI1I have jointly appealed to
Parliamentary Committee on
Human Resources Develop­
ment on Amendment not to
license prostitution in the
counlrv in the name of tack­
ling H1V/AIDS.

At a press conference here
by a group of activists of VI-
MUKTIII, an association of
5,000 victims of prostitution,
appealed to the Government
through the mediapersons
that prostitution would be
encouraged if it was legalized
"We must find ways and
means to tackled it and root it
out, while providing better
health to those involved in
the profession. We must sen­
sitise them to come out of the
profession and join the main­
stream to lead a hounourable
life," said its convener Radha.

The NATSAP convener Ra­
ma Mohan said that chaining
the provisions under Section
8, 20 and 5-c, should help
prosecute the customers and
victimize the prostitutes who
land in this profession due
several reasons. "Financial
instability and economic
backwardness, caste factor
and cheating by closely
known people and relatives
were the main reasons for the
women to land in thisprofes-
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Express News Service

Ways to prevent trafficking in women discussed
! AGAINST

WOMEN !
1 KaJCh-2005

nsmri

Tirupati, March 1: The current scenario
in child and women trafficking and the
necessar)' plan of action to prevent it
and sensitise the society about the
parasitic problem, which poses a grave
danger to tire future of the nation, were
discussed in depth at the one-day Nati­
onal Workshop on Trafficking in Childr­
en and Women, held here today.

Representatives of various social
organisations working against child and
women trafficking from 15 states in the
country’, discussed at length about the
problem in their respective regions, the
efforts made by the government and
the voluntary’organisations, results and
shortcomings, proposed strategies to
counter the problem effectively.

Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act
(ITPAj, proposed amendments, differ­
ent opinions and the fallout of legalisa­
tion of the 'profession', efforts of some
organistaions like D.MSC, section - 8 of
1TPA were discussed.

, j The workshop was jointly organised
' by the Academy of Gandhian Studies

(AGS), Network Against Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation in Andhra Pradesh
(NATSEAP), Against Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation of Children (ATSEC)
and Ongole-based HELP.

In his inaugural address, former Vice-
Chancellor of SV University Ram
Munhysab^^*_l?cknfeducation, in­

formation and intervention from ;-------
various self concerned elements :
of the society apart from socio- |; -
economic conditions are the ■
main causes of alarming increase ' •
in trafficking across the country, i

z\GS secretary’ G Sivarama j ■ •
Munhy in his presidential addr- ;
ess expressed concern over i
Andhra Pradesh, particularly ■
coastal belt being the high supply '. ■-
zone for trafficking. He said that L,<_
socio-economic factors like |..t
poverty, illiteracy, family con- t
diets, unemployment, oppres- j
sion of women are contributing
towards human trafficking.

Even though voluntary organi- f"
sations working on rescue, re-
habitation and reintegration of C..,.
the victims of trafficking, the |
number of those working for prev- |
ention with focus on trafficking BW
in children and women is com- Lv
paratively very less. -----

Sivarama Murthy explain edab- G Gopalakrishna Moorthy reading out the resolutions of the national-level
out the Child Trafficking and workshop on trafficking in children in and women at Tirupati on Wednesday.
HIV/AIDS Prevention in Andhra ManaventfQj^ndal of Against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children ’ \
Pradesh (CTHAPAP). a project of (ATSEJSSraiSSigeVn-' Expressphoto
the AGS coalition partners , ^®p%sea.<fftTPyacd ebact them.

Some representatives highlighted.the lt>*ashe proposed
pivotal role played by thc,^vernmepi' renmval of Sec’S'ftQrn l/l’A 10
organisations like child Welfare com- witnorJc.l.^j * ’
munities, media and others. It was un- Plan of action against

tes, strengthening of CWCs, 'Chalo Dc-t
Ihi' programme with voices of victims^
against die ill intended campaigning of A
DMSC and demand for an inquiry into y
the role of international NGOs pro- /

^mouslyrcsolvedVdle wototmp“‘to agreed ^'<t^"G<rvernmento^haa. pagating legalisation of prostitution.^
demand tabling of amentiments-bemg ^should, be implemented in aH rfuJ were the other resohitions.





Railway Superintendent of Police K Venkateswara Rao (left) and NGO HELP'S executive director Nimmaraju Ramamohan \
Rao at a meeting of the GRP officials of coastal region to discuss anti-human trafficking measures at the drm's office In ,
Vijayawada on Wednesday. -Expressphoto
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By OUR CORRESPONDENT

Visakhapatnam, Dec. 5: Commercial
sex workers on Tuesday demanded
that the policy makers must not amend
the Prevention of Immoral Trafficking
Act by scrapping the Sections 2 and 8
of the Act..

Speaking to mediapersons, members 

of Vimukthi, an organisation working
for the welfare of commercial sex
workers and fighting against immoral
trafficking said that there were reports
that efforts are on to amend the two
sections by which the traffickers can
escape from the law.

Vimukthi convenor Prasanna said
that the government should recognise 

their woes and try to rehabilitate them. ')
“Amending the Act by scrapping the [

Sections is like giving a free hand for j
the traffickers to carry out their illegal
activity,” Ms Prasanna said. The mem- ■
bers also appealed to the government
to declare December 5 as the Immoral
Trafficking Day on the lines of AIDS
Day.

Don’t amend PITA: NGO
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